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22nd annual Capital region cares
Special Edition

For 21 years, Comstock’s has shown its support for hundreds of 
local nonprofit organizations through Capital Region Cares, our annual 
publication that provides insight into the dedicated work carried out 
by charities and philanthropists across much of Northern California.

Through the feature stories and resources provided in this guide, 
you can discover the role philanthropy plays in transforming the 
business landscape and quality of life in our communities.  

In past years, nearly 400 nonprofits, with the support of more 
than 300 local business sponsors, have benefitted from the 
awareness and community support generated by Cap Cares.

In addition to being published in a monthly edition of Comstock’s 
(beginning in December’s issue), profiles also appear in the annual 
Capital Region Cares publication which comes out in September. 
Capital Region Cares 2016 will be distributed at more than 65 
nonprofit, business and community events throughout the year. It is 
also mailed to a targeted audience of individuals who can make the 
biggest impact on the success of our nonprofit community through 
direct giving, volunteer and board service, and rallying others in 
their circle of influence (such as their employees) to get engaged 
as well. Your participation benefits not only your favorite nonprofit 
but helps activate more community support for all nonprofits.

Platinum package
• A 2-page spread. This can be a 2-page profile
   for the nonprofit or a 1-page profile for the nonprofit 
   and 1-page display ad for the sponsor
• Sponsor logo on the reprint cover 
• 500 reprints of the nonprofit profile
• Half-page, 4-color ad for the nonprofit in one    
  additional issue of Comstock’s during 2017
• $9,995

Gold package
• A two-page spread. This can be a two-page profile  
  for the nonprofit or a one-page profile for the nonprofit      
  and a one-page display ad for the sponsor
• 500 reprints of the nonprofit profile
• 1/3-page, four-color ad for the nonprofit in one    
  additional issue of Comstock’s during 2017
• $8,650

Silver package
• One full-page, four-color profile of a 
  nonprofit organization
• 500 reprints of the nonprofit profile
• 1/4-page, four-color ad for the nonprofit in one    
  additional issue of Comstock’s during 2017
• $5,450

Cover of 2016 Capital Region Cares publication

Two-page spread     Full page

Maria Chavez was failing 
school. As one of three girls 
being raised by a single 

mom, Chavez was desperate for 
attention and began acting out. She 
repeatedly got into fights and missed 
a lot of school, sometimes a month 
at a time. When she was expelled 
from the local public school, her 
mom enrolled her in the Sacramento 
Academic and Vocational Academy, a 
charter school managed by Gateway 
Community Charters, an innovative, 
public charter school system in the 
Sacramento region. Chavez registered 
for art and leadership classes and 
for the first time, began to excel in 

school. “I saw how caring the teachers 
were and how interested they were 
in helping me learn,” she says. “That 
gave me the self confidence I needed 
to take control of my life.”

 Founded in 2003, Gateway 
Community Charters is designed to 
create quality schools of choice for 
at-risk kids in the Sacramento region. 
“People with money typically have 
more choice in their educational 
decisions,” says Superintendent/
CEO Dr. Cindy Petersen, “but those 
without resources, often don’t.” 
Gateway Community Charters helps 
level the playing field by offering 
seven distinct charter schools in 

different communities, all with 
unique approaches, including a 
vocational school, a Project Lead the 
Way Pre-Engineering program, an IB 
K-8 school, a wrap-around services 
school and others.

GCC also has an innovative 
pay system for its teachers, 
rewarding them for performance 
and professional development. 
“Charter schools are known as labs of 
innovation and at GCC, we practice 
what we preach,” says Petersen. 
“We really invest in our people by 
attracting, retaining and valuing 
staff.” Last fall, Gateway Community 
Charters was the only educational 

Innovative Education for At-Risk and Underserved Students

Gateway  
Community Charters 

BY LAURIE LAULETTA-BOSHART

Gateway Community Charters 
gcccharters.org
916.286.5129

organization that garnered the 
coveted “Best Places to Work” in the 
Sacramento region, as named by the 
Sacramento Business Journal.

In her seventh year as a teacher 
and administrator with Gateway 
Community Charters, Summer 
Sorosinski has felt that empowerment. 
“Because our students have such 
varied backgrounds, we can’t meet all 
their needs in one way,” she says. “At 
GCC, we have the freedom to try many 
options.”

That’s what happened with high 
school junior Karla Ivehuatl. In 
traditional public school, Ivehuatl 
was struggling to learn and rarely did 
her homework. At GCC, she began 

taking fashion design, art and culinary 
classes where teachers encouraged her 
interests. “I could tell that the teachers 
really cared about me,” she says, “so I 
also started to care about my future.”

Dr. Petersen and her staff continue 
to plan for future quality options for 
students and are planning to break 
ground on a new, 19-acre school 
site in the next two years, and have 
also started work on their next 
charter school concepts. Their hope 
is to reach even more students, like 
Ivehuatl and Chavez. When asked how 
Gateway Community Charters has 
impacted her life, Chavez pauses, then 
replies, “GCC has helped me become a 
better version of myself.”

"Charter schools are known 
as labs of innovation and at 
GCC, we practice what we 
preach.” 
Dr. Cindy Petersen, Superintendent/CEO, Gateway 
Community Charters

St. HOPE is revitalizing 
Sacramento’s Oak Park 
community through 

public education and economic 
development, and is viewed as one 
of the region’s most successful social 
enterprises. Founded by NBA All-
Star, Sacramento Mayor, and Oak 
Park native Kevin Johnson in 1989 as 
an after-school program, St. HOPE 
is now immersed in Oak Park with 
a highly successful charter school 
system, property redevelopment 
projects and business ventures. 

Nationally, St. HOPE Public 
Schools is unique with five charter 
schools within a two-square-
mile area providing an education 
continuum from pre-kindergarten 
through 12th grade. The schools 

serve about 1,800 students of the 
approximately 4,000 school-age kids 
in Oak Park. 

St. HOPE took over Sacramento 
High School in 2003 and transformed 
it from a failing school with one of 
the city’s worst graduation rates 
to one of the city’s top-performing 
schools with a 94 percent college 
acceptance rate. “Three of our 
schools sit in the top five throughout 
the state where African American 
students represent more than 50 
percent of the population,” says 
President and CEO Jake Mossawir. 

“On the economic development 
front, we’re very proud of our 40 
Acres Complex at 35th Street and 
Broadway,” continues Mossawir. 
Formerly the dilapidated 

Woodruff Hotel, ground zero 
for a lot of challenges in Oak 
Park, 40 Acres is now a thriving 
mixed-use development featuring 
entertainment, education, dining, 
and residential units. “That project 
was the catalyst for much of the 
turnaround you are seeing today in 
Oak Park.”

St. HOPE aspires to be a national 
model. “We’re a business-minded 
non-profit with a focus on return on 
investment, and strive to be self-
sustaining, though we still need and 
welcome private sector partners,” 
says Mossawir. “We’re proud of our 
successes and our history as Oak 
Park’s community development 
corporation, but we believe the best 
is yet to come.”

Leading Oak Park's Revitalization

St. HOPE
sthope.org  |  916.732.4673

St. HOPE

BY JENNIFER VON GELDERN
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Amador County Arts Council
To encourage, support and promote the arts in the schools and 
community.
www.amadorarts.org
Amador County

Auburn Symphony
To enrich and inspire our community — young and old — through 
the gift of music and education.
www.auburnsymphony.com
Auburn, Placer and Yolo counties

B Street Theatre
To promote education and literacy, social interaction and cultural 
enrichment by engaging children and adults in the highest quality 
theatre arts and playwriting.
www.bstreettheatre.org
Regionwide

Big Idea Theatre
To employ a collaborative group of artists to create passion-fueled 
theatre for both adults and young audiences that is a dramatic 
experience for both the people working on it and for the people who 
come to see it.
www.bigideatheatre.org
Sacramento County

Blue Line Arts
To promote the arts and provide cultural experiences and education 
for our community and region at large.
www.bluelinearts.org
Sacramento, San Joaquin and Yolo counties

California Automobile Museum
To preserve, exhibit and teach the story of the automobile and its 
influence on our lives.
www.calautomuseum.org
Regionwide

California Museum
To engage, educate and enlighten people about California’s rich 
history and unique contributions to the world through ideas, inno-
vation, the arts and culture.
www.californiamuseum.org
Regionwide

California Musical Theatre
Committed to presenting quality theatrical productions that enrich 
the cultural life of the Greater Sacramento Region, the State of 
California and the United States.
www.californiamusicaltheatre.com
Regionwide

California State Railroad Museum Foundation
To generate revenue and awareness on behalf of its destinations, 
while supporting the preservation, interpretation and promotion of 
our railroad heritage.
www.csrmf.org
Regionwide

Camellia Symphony Orchestra
To present dynamic, engaging concerts that integrate new works 
with great masterpieces, building partnerships within the artistic 
community and broadening its education and outreach programs.
www.camelliasymphony.org
Sacramento County

listings arts+culture

Capitol INDIE Collective
To provide education and a platform for independent artists to be 
inspired, practice their art form and deliver compelling works of art 
with personal meaning and social relevance from several different 
disciplines, backgrounds and demographics in a stimulating and 
nurturing environment.
www.capitolindiecollective.org
El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento, San Joaquin and Yolo counties

Capital Public Radio   
To provide a trusted source of information, music and entertain-
ment for curious and thoughtful people, in efficient and sustainable 
ways that strengthen the civic and cultural life of the communities 
we serve.
www.capradio.org
Regionwide

Capital Stage Company
To be a dynamic leader in the evolution of the contemporary live 
theatre landscape in the Capital Region and to passionately engage 
audiences in the art of live storytelling with bold, innovative plays 
performed by professional artists, in an intimate, up-close setting.
www.capstage.org
Amador, El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento and Yolo counties

Concerts4Charity Sacramento
To support music and arts education projects and sustain a healthy, 
independent music and arts community in Sacramento.
www.facebook.com/C4C.Sacramento
Sacramento County

Crocker Art Museum
Dedicated to promoting an awareness of and enthusiasm for hu-
man experience through art.
www.crockerartmuseum.org
Regionwide

E Claire Raley Studios for the Performing Arts (CLARA)
To support and promote the performing arts activities of the Sacra-
mento Ballet, California Musical Theatre, Sacramento Philharmonic 
Orchestra Association Inc. and the Sacramento Opera Co.
www.claramidtown.org
Sacramento County

El Dorado Arts Council
To support the cultural and economic development of El Dorado 
County by advocating for and creating the highest quality artistic 
opportunities for visitors and residents, including the children of  
our county.
www.eldoradoartscouncil.org
El Dorado county

El Dorado Musical Theatre
To build confidence for life through excellence in theater perfor-
mance.
www.edmt.info
El Dorado, Placer and Sacramento counties

Fairytale Town
To promote the imagination, creativity and education of children. 
Our vision is to inspire, educate and strengthen communities 
through play.
www.fairytaletown.org
Regionwide

Folsom Lake Symphony
To present high quality symphonic performances for the pleasure 
and cultural enrichment of the people of the Folsom Lake region.
www.folsomlakesymphony.com
El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento counties

Folsom, El Dorado & Sacramento Historical Railroad Association
To educate the general public by preserving and maintaining rail-
road history in the City of Folsom, County of El Dorado, County of 
Sacramento and related connections.
www.fedshra.org
El Dorado, Placer and Sacramento counties

Haggin Museum
To inspire present and future generations to appreciate the fine arts 
and regional history by engaging our visitor’s creative, social and 
learning interests through exhibitions, programs and events.
www.hagginmuseum.org
San Joaquin county

Harris Center for the Arts
To enrich the lives of people throughout California’s Capital Region 
by providing venues and opportunities to experience artistic work, 
celebrate cultural traditions and participate in the creative process.
www.harriscenter.net
Regionwide

Jimmy Doolitle Center
To promote our aviation history and encourage patriotic endeavors.
www.doolittlecenter.org
Regionwide

KVIE Public Television
To educate, enrich, enlighten and inspire diverse audiences and 
individuals with high quality television programming and related 
services that enhance the quality of life for people throughout 
Northern California.
www.kvie.org
Regionwide

Lincoln Theatre Company
To provide quality educational opportunities and entertainment 
through community-based theatrical productions and to restore live 
theatrical performance to the historic Lincoln Civic Auditorium.
www.lincolntheatrecompany.org
El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento and Yolo counties
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1 Darren Peck, meteorologist, FOX40 News; and Bethany 
Crouch, morning news anchor, FOX40 News. 2 Shavonne 
Powell, program director; and Alexis Medina, match support 
specialist, both of Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater 
Sacramento Area 3 Curtis Mills, Big Brother of the Year, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Greater Sacramento Area; 
and his wife, Lai Sinh Mills. 4 From Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of the Greater Sacramento Area: Lindy Beatie, executive 
director; and Jennifer Reilly, Big Sister of the Year.

The BIG event was held on Aug. 6 at the Scottish Rite Center in downtown Sacramento, as one of two major fundraisers for Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of the Greater Sacramento Area. The event raised funds for more than 230 matches, outreach and recruitment in the 
areas of Yolo, Placer and Sacramento counties. Meteorologist Darren Peck from Fox40 played emcee to more than 200 attendees, as 
the 2016 Big Sister and Big Brother of the Year were recognized for their years of service.  Photography: Maggie McGurt

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS
THE BIG EVENT

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Sacramento held their 20th anniversary Broke Ball and fundraiser, with the theme “Denim & 
Diamonds,” on May 6 at the Lemon Hill Boys and Girls Club location. The evening included a special tribute to Fred Teichert and 
the Teichert Foundation. Photography: Tia Gemmell

1 Kiara Reed, event coordinator and community 
engagement specialist, Comstock’s magazine; and 
Cassandra Sharp, purchasing director, Flight Light, Inc.
2 Fred Teichert, executive director, Teichert Foundation; Jody 
Nelsen and her husband Robert S. Nelsen, president, Sacramento 
State. 3 Leo Dubinetskiy, owner, United States Auto Transport; 
and Heather Dubinetskiy, fashion blogger, EatBreatheFashion. 
4 Maureen Price, former CEO, Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Sacramento; and Kristina Launey, managing partner of the 
Sacramento office, Seyfarth Shaw LLP. 5 Mellissa Cleveland-
Paino, executive assistant to the president, Sacramento Kings; 
Justin Polanich, embedded systems engineer, Tern, Inc.; and Katy 
Polanich, supplemental scope designer, Integrated Business Group.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
BROKE BALL AND FUNDRAISER
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T
hanks to the Active 20-30 Club of Greater Sacramento 
No. 1032, a little crab means a lot of dough for two lo-
cal charities. 

This year marked the club’s 23rd annual Crab Feed. Every 
year, the event sells out, attracting around 650 guests. This 
year, the charity dinner raised more than $25,000 for the Riv-
er City Food Bank, Sacramento’s oldest, continuously-serv-
ing food bank, and CCHAT Center Sacramento, a school for 
children who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

“Each year, we’ve gotten a little bit better,” says Lawa-
na Welch, club president. “And I think it’s because we kept 
building off of those years and learning different things and 
learning from our mistakes.” The Active 20-30 of Greater 
Sacramento No. 1032 traces its roots all the way back to the 
men-only 20-30 Club of Sacramento No. 1, which formed in 
Sacramento in 1922. The Sacramento “20-30-ettes” formed 
in 1940 as an auxiliary women’s club, with only wives of the 
members of No. 1 allowed — but marriage to a male 20-30 
member is no longer required. In 1991, the 20-30-ettes char-
tered their own club to form the Active 20-30 Club of Greater 
Sacramento No. 1032. It still operates as a women-only club. 

This year, Sacramento No. 1032 raised around $4,000 
more than last year’s crab feed. Welch says that getting spon-
sorships and more donations — such as drink sponsors — for 
such events can make them more successful. 

“We’ve partnered with a lot of local businesses who have 
sponsored us every year,” Welch says. “Just building those 
relationships and working through those relationships each 
year has really helped us.”

Membership has also increased over the past six months. 
The club recently changed its membership rules, and short-
ened the trials for prospective members from a six-month tri-
al to only three months. The result has been almost double 
the amount of incoming members.

“We’re getting a lot more people exposed to the club, and 
quicker,” Welch says. They found that people would quit af-
ter months spent volunteering at events if they still couldn’t 

achieve member status. The club currently has 77 members 
and 16 prospective members.

The crab feed is one of several events run by the group. It 
also manages a Community Service Scholarship program for 
female high school seniors, through which it awarded seven 
scholarships this year.

Last fall, the club decided to try something new, and put 
on a Kicks Fore Kids FootGolf Tournament — a game that lies 
somewhere between soccer and golf. The tournament raised 
$5,000 for the Boys and Girls Club of Sacramento. On Aug. 27, 
the club hosted the Sactown Urban Dash, a scavenger hunt 
around Sacramento. The proceeds went to benefit Sacramen-
to Girls on the Run. 

“This sounds cliché, but the children are the future, in a 
literal sense,” Welch says. “And I think if you give them a good 
start in the community and help them out and show them 
that even once you become our age you can still give back to 
your own community … it just keeps the cycle going.” 

If you are a female between the ages of 21 and 39, and are 
interested in joining, you can reach the Active 20-30 of Great-
er Sacramento No. 1032 at info@sacwomens2030.org. n

Action Advocates
The Active 20-30 Club of Sacramento cultivates community 

service from one young generation to the next

BY WILLIE CLARK     PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEN JAMES

SUCCESS STORIES

Over the years, the editorial offerings included in the annual 
Capital Region Cares supplement have continued to grow in 
quantity and depth. In addition to timely and insightful features 
presented in Comstock’s, several new articles and resources are 
presented in the supplement.

Produced as a year-long resource and inspirational guide, 
the editorial package includes: extensive regional nonprofit 
listings divided into five different categories (Creatures & the 
Environment, Jobs & Education, Strengthening Families, Health 
& Basic Needs and, Arts & Culture); information and strategies 
for philanthropists; management tactics and lessons for nonprofit 
leaders; and first-person accounts of the impacts these charitable 
organizations have on the lives of our neighbors.

In addition, a chapter on Foundations and Grant-Givers provides 
opportunities for nonprofits to seek funding from perhaps new 
sources.

Capital Region Cares is a great resource tool for the community 
at large, for philanthropists and for nonprofits alike. 
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your nonprofit should be in Capital Region Cares this year.

For the 22nd consecutive year, Comstock’s is again embarking 
upon the creation of our annual salute to area nonprofits and 
charitable organizations. We call it Capital Region Cares, and 
again this year segments of it will appear in consecutive issues 
of Comstock’s, from December 2016 through August 2017. 
Three years ago, we added a new bonus — one that gives 
you 10,000  more reasons to participate. 

After all parts of the series are published in Comstock’s we’ll 
combine them to produce our annual Capital Region Cares 
2017 publication. This publishing will coincide with an event 
honoring the featured nonprofit agencies and their profile 
sponsors.

And what’s the 10,000 you ask? For the fourth year in a row, we 
are planning to have a special drawing, and the winner will be 
the happy recipient of a check from Comstock’s for $10,000. 
KidsFirst was the recipient in 2014, Future Foundation in 2015, 
and 2016’s winner will be announced soon.

For more information, contact Winnie Comstock-Carlson at 
916.364.1000 x 101 or winnie@comstocksbusiness.com.

Winnie Comstock-Carlson
Publisher


